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They Cry, Peace, Peace, but there is no Peace 


HAS THE MOTHER OF JESUS SUPREMACY 
OVER OTHER SAINTS? 
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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSACE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in the names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free six months’ trial 
subscription. No obligation on your part 
or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
February 13, 1954 


To help your children 


More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents cspecially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring dire 
results in adulthood. 

The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price 15 


Daniel —an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

Price 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 812 x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price .50 





Megiddo Hymn Book 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” 


Price $1.25 





New booklets 


The Coming of Jesus & Elijah and 
the Great Battle of Armageddon— 


revised and newly reprinted, is now 
available. It shows the future for this world 
as plainly set forth in the Bible. Mankind 
need not remain in ignorance as to the 
outcome of the present chaotic condition. 
The Creator has a plan. It is unfolding as 
revealed in His Word. Upon these pages 
you can read about it: the Kingdom to 
come, the King, His herald who will pro- 
claim His advent, the work to be done. It 
is all revealed. Vital facts that everyone 
should know. Size 6 x 9, 64 pages. Price .15 


A Treatise on the Holy Spirit—a new- 
ly revised booklet containing Scriptural evi- 
dence on the subject of the Holy Spirit. It 
discusses the Apostolic period when the 
Church had the Holy Spirit Power, the 
period when it was withdrawn, and the 
time it shall again be restored. 

64 pages, Price 15 





THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 


The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 


It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 


Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





THE Mecrpp0 MESSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19,N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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They Cry, Peace, Peace, but there is no Peace 


CCPT)UT it down in simple words that our souls as well 
as our minds can understand,’ wrote a noted 
editor, “Our old world, built on greed, has smashed. 

The ruin that has come upon nations, upon classes, upon 

institutions, upon the dearly held hopes of men is ruin 

that, ultimately, is wrought by greed. Let those that care 
to do so use what pretentious phrases they can muster to 
tell us why this disaster has befallen us,...no matter how 
impressive the polysyllables, all that they mean in their 
essentials is this: the life of greed leads to destruction. 

... The political structure of the world is shaken today 

as never before; parts of that structure have already col- 

lapsed; other parts may collapse tomorrow. Why? Class 
interest; party interest; national interest—greed! .. .” 


See the statesmen in council today! “Teachers, writers, 
commissions, cabinets—all are working feverishly to get 
the nations back to a place of stable peace. ... And for all 
these efforts those who sense the profound disruption and 
imminent danger of the hour must have the utmost sym- 
pathy. But they do not go to the bottom of the problem. 
However much they may succeed in patching up the 
present broken-down political and economic and social 
arrangements of mankind, they will not provide a lasting 
remedy. The system is bound to break down again, bring- 
ing human ruin—and on a vaster scale... . Any preten- 
sion to moral insight or leadership demands that its pos- 
sessor penetrate to the bottom of the world’s present 
trouble. ... Is there not some better world to be won if 
we but seek?” 

Ah, yes; indeed there is a better world for all who 
diligently seek it and become worthy of its manifold 
blessings. Christ, the King of that better world, will have 
the moral insight and leadership to penetrate to the bot- 
tom of the world’s troubles, and will have the power to 
establish a righteous Government whose officers shall be 
peace and its exactors righteousness. 


FIRST A STORM MUST COME 


The Saviour told those who refused to accept the glad 
message which He gave: “When ye see a cloud rise out 
of the west, straightway ye say, There cometh a shower; 
and so it is. And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, 
There will be heat; and it cometh to pass. Ye hypocrites, 
ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but 
how is it that ye do not discern this time? . . . Can ye not 
discern the signs of the times?” (Luke 12: 54—56; Matt. 
16:3). 

This is the condition of the masses of the world today. 
They can discern the signs in the physical sky, but fail to 
read the meaning of the signs in the political heavens, the 
signs of the times in which we live. 

We have all seen or read of literal storms. The sky 
which was so brightly blue in early morning soon be- 
comes completely overcast, and the gathering darkness 
adds to a general feeling of awe and foreboding. Swiftly 
the clouds roll together from the uttermost parts of the 
heavens, all headed for the great storm center in the 
west. Suddenly there is a moment of intense stillness. 
Then, out of the almost inky blackness, with a never-to- 
be-forgotten roar, appears a huge, whirling, funnel- 


shaped cloud, and like an enormous bird of prey it swoops 
down, grasping a little city which lies directly in its path, 
taking everything before it and leaving desolation in its 
wake. What were once happy homes are left heaps of de- 
bris, while here and there lie the maimed and lifeless 
bodies of its victims. A few who were anxiously watching 
the face of the sky had seen the approach of the storm 
and had taken refuge in storm cellars, and thus had 
escaped unharmed. 

“Can ye not discern the signs of the times?”’—the 
question asked by Jesus—had reference to the signs in 
the political heavens to which He referred in Luke 
21: 25—31 when He said, “There shall be signs in the 
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And 
then shall they see the Son of man coming... . with power 
and great glory. ... When ye see these things come to 
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” 

Jesus was not speaking of the signs in the political 
heavens of past ages, but of the signs which would por- 
tend His second coming. For as truly as the natural 
clouds betoken the coming storm, much more do the gath- 
ering clouds in the present political heavens indicate that 
a furious storm shall soon break upon the world—a world 
for the most part asleep and totally unaware of impend- 
ing danger. 


OMINOUS STORM CLOUDS 


We behold in our own Western sky an army of clouds 
so portentous that they should cause alarm. Ominous is 
that cloud of moral degeneracy which casts its darkening 
shadow over this fair land, degrading the lives of men 
and women and leaving its most blighting effects upon 
the young. Unless a remedy is found and a halt made, the 
result will most certainly be a decadent civilization even 
to the level of Pagan Rome. 

Parental irresponsibility, defiance of laws, carelessness 
and an unsatisfied pleasure-lust at whatever cost, is pro- 
ducing a nation of youthful criminals never before 
equaled. Teen-age delinquency is at an all-time high. 
Morals are thrown to the four winds. This juvenile de- 
linquency is a direct result of “self-expression” combined 
with a woeful lack of home discipline. Children are not 
taught to respect the rights and property of others. Think 
of the shocking cases in the last year where boys have 
murdered their parents because of refusal to allow them 
free rein! Our prisons are crowded with the delinquents 
who were permitted to run the streets and who got away 
with malicious mischief in childhood, and later on with 
felony or murder. 

The radio and television, two of the greatest modern 
inventions, with vast potentialities for good and the 
betterment of mankind in intellectual advancement, are 
used rather in many instances as a degrading influence 
by advertizing alcoholic beverages, cigarettes, and other 
harmful articles. It is for this very reason that no mem- 
ber of our Mission would tolerate a television set in his 
home. 
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We quote from a noted minister, who says: “The so- 
licitation of television is continually urging the young 
people and children to become drinkers. This invasion of 
our families by urgent appeals to acquire a habit which is 
ruining miilions is insufferable.” 

Crime, the blackest cloud that ever darkened the sky 
of any nation, has risen to great proportions in the 
United States. Statistics prove that in murders, robbery, 
theft and kidnaping it has far surpassed any other coun- 
try. This moral paralysis is not confined to the young nor 
to any special class, but has reached even the official life 
of our Government in political corruption. A woeful lack 
of moral integrity is evidenced. There is no force so 
powerful to shape and mold moral life in the proper way 
to build character, as Bible principles. As the Apostle 
Paul stated in II. Tim. 3: 16, 17, “All Scripture given by 
inspiration of God is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works.” 

Still another cloud which is menacing all countries is 
labor unrest, rising directly against the opposing one of 
capitalism, and apparently bolstered by Communist sup- 
port. When these conflicting forces meet for a final show- 
down, the crash will be felt around the world. The warn- 
ing of this storm is found in James 5: 1—4, as are also 
portrayed its dire consequences: “Go to now, ye rich men, 
weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon 
you. Your riches are corrupted. ... Your gold and silver 
is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness 
against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye 
have heaped treasure together for the last days.” Was 
ever there a truer forecast of these last days of Gentile 
times! 


“IN THE LAST DAYs PERILOUS TIMES SHALL COME” 


With mind illuminated by the light of Divine inspira- 
tion, the Apostle could foretell in II. Tim. 3: 1—4 the 
tragic things that are coming to pass in social and do- 
mestic life in this present age: “This know also, that in 
the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents’”—parental author- 
ity is almost non-existent today; many of the young are— 
“unthankfui, unholy, without natural affection, truce- 
breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers 
of pleasures more than lovers of God.” Can there be any 
doubt that the masses are lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God when self-indulgence will lead them to 
spend billions of dollars for mere luxuries, things of no 
real utility and many of them positively injurious to life 
and health! 

Furthermore, “it is paralyzing to think of the average 
American family going on from the rising of the sun to 
the retiring hour as if God had no existence. Sunday is 
a day for extra sleep, motoring, Sunday papers in many 
volumes, comic supplements. If American children are 
not taught God in the schools, and He is unnamed in the 
home, what can we expect but at this moment the United 
States is actually developing into a non-Christian nation? 
.. . Where family life is dishonored, marital unfaithful- 
ness lightly regarded, parental responsibility neglected, 
filial respect and obedience slighted, there, we may be 
sure, society is rotten to the core. We tremble for the 
future of a state or nation where lax theories concerning 
domestic life gain ground—even laxer practice will pre- 
vail. The idea that success is its own justification—that, 


no matter what the nature of a deed, to ‘get away with it’ 
makes it praiseworthy, that ‘money talks’ and it doesn’t 
matter how it was obtained if you only have it, that 
cheating is ‘clever’—is on the tongues of millions.” 

There is a silver lining to these clouds, however, for 
those who have made a study of the great Book of fore- 
casts can know of a certainty that in the midst of earth’s 
degeneracy a great Personage shall appear, against 
whose power His opposers shal! be as “the chaff of the 
mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing be- 
fore the whirlwind” (Isa. 17:13); for “then shall they 
see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory” (Luke 21: 27). 


“BEHOLD, I WILL SEND YOU ELIJAH THE PROPHET” 


It is customary that when a great personage is to ap- 
pear, a heralu is sent to give notice of his approach. So it 
is altogether reasonable, and Biblical as well, that the 
advent of earth’s future King shall be fittingly announced. 
In Malachi 4: 5, 6 we are definitely informed that Elijah 
the Prophet shall be sent as the forerunner of Christ’s 
second coming: “Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to 
the children, and the heart of the children to their fa- 
thers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 


Notice, in the beginning of this 4th chapter of Malachi 
we are told: “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn 
as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wicked- 
ly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch.” That is the fate of the stubborn 
and rebellious who will not heed the warning of the great 
Prophet. “But unto you that fear my name,” it says fur- 
ther, “shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing 
in his wings. ... And ye shall tread down the wicked, for 
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the 
day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.” 


Since it is absolutely certain that Elijah the forerunner 
and Christ Himself must bring the world into a state of 
peace before the great seventh thousand-year-day of rest 
begins, it is evident that their coming must precede that 
great Day by a period of years. The question naturally 
arises: Is there anything in the Record to designate how 
long this side of the Millennium they will come? The evi- 
dence is given plain and simple in Micah 7: 15—17, “Ac- 
cording to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt 
will I show unto him marvelous things. The nations shall 
see and be confounded at all their might: . . . They shall 
lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of their 
holes like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid of the 
Lord our God, and shall fear because of thee.” 


How long were the days of the people of God in coming 
out of Egypt? We are told in Heb. 3:8, 9, and many 
other places, that it was forty years. Therefore, as the 
Children of Israel wandered in the wilderness for forty 
years before reaching the promised land, so likewise dur- 
ing the forty years prior to entering the Day of Rest 
there shal! be wonderful manifestations of the power of 
Almighty God. “The nations shall see and be confounded 
at all their might.” 


THERE SHALL BE A NEW WORLD 


Christ, the Ruler of the world made new, is coming “in 
the glory of his Father with all the holy angels,” in like 
manner as He ascended, as we are informed in Acts 1: 
9—11, “And when he had spoken these things, while they 
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beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of 
their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward 
heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” A cloud of 
angels bore their Master away into Heaven, and angels 
will attend His coming. 

When Christ comes, He will send forth the proclama- 
tion: “Fear God and give glory to him: for the hour of 
his judgment is come” (Rev. 14:7). Not only did the 
Revelator give this infermation, but looking down through 
the centuries he saw in vision the fulfillment of these 
prophecies and caused to be recorded this forecast: “And 
I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that 
sat on the horse, and against his army” (Rev. 19:19). 
Who is this that sits “on the horse”? The answer is in 
verse 11, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” 
It is a righteous war, a war to bring into subjection the 
evil forces which have gathered against the King of 
kings, as we are told in chapter 17: 14, “These shall make 
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: 
for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that 
are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.” 


Yes, strange as it may seem, the nations of earth so 
badly in need of the Prince of Peace will reject Him when 
He comes, and will unite their forces to resist His right- 
eous rule. The Prophet Isaiah, in ch. 17: 12—14, was in- 
spired to give the forecast and to predict the disastrous 
end of the conflict: ‘Woe to the multitude of many people, 
which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and to the 
rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of 
mighty waters! The nations shall rush like the rushing of 
many waters: but God shall rebuke them, and they shall 
flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the moun- 
tains before the wind, and like the thistle-down before 
the whirlwind. And behold at eveningtide trouble: and be- 
fore the morning he is not. This is the portion of them 
that spoil us, and the lot of them that rob us.” 


“ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN” 


The Angels, Prophets, Jesus and the Apostles promised 
a time of peace on earth when God’s will shall be done 
here as it is in Heaven; but they did not promise that 
such an age would dawn until after the coming of Christ 
the second time as the true Prince of Peace with power to 
subdue and control all mankind. It is the purpose of the 
Almighty to make this earth over into a part of Heaven. 
In other words, it shall be annexed to Heaven when it has 
been purified from evil. Our part now is so to purify our- 
selves that we can live in peace and good will to all, put- 
ting away all wrath, malice, envy, bitterness, returning 
good for evil, so as to be found worthy of God’s approval; 
and then at His coming, Christ and the faithful shall 
bring the world into subjection to Divine Law and cause 
God’s will to be done on earth as in Heaven above. 


The Prophet Isaiah (9:6,7) foretold this glorious reign 
of the Prince of Peace: “Of the increase of his govern- 
ment and peace there shall be no end . . . to establish it 
with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” It 
shall be performed by means of Christ and His co-workers 
causing mission work to be done on a grand scale, and 
bringing His judgments down upon the wicked and re- 


bellious, as we are told in Isa. 2: 4. “He shall judge among 
the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against na- 
tion, neither shall they learn war any more.” These judg- 
ments are what will cause the nations to cry, “Come ye, 
and let us walk in the light of the Lord.” 


No more shall man’s haughtiness and arrogance block 
every attempt at coming to a peaceful settlement of dif- 
ferences, or dictators hold millions under despotic tyr- 
anny. When did the Prophet say they shall learn war no 
more? After the King of kings comes and rebukes them 
and forces them to lay down their arms. Of that mighty 
King we read in Psalm 72, “Give the king thy judgments, 
O God, ... He shall judge thy people with righteousness, 
and thy poor with judgment... . He shall judge the poor 
of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and 
shall break in pieces the oppressor... . In his days shall 
the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as 
the moon endureth. He shall have dominion also from sea 
to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.” 

This. is the time of universal peace promised by the 
Almighty One, when He sends to this earth a King who 
shall judge the people in righteousness, who will save the 
needy and break in pieces the oppressor. What shall there 
be then? An “abundance of peace.” This earth belongs 
to the Almighty God of Heaven, and He has promised to 
give it to Christ and all His saints. When He comes whose 
right it is to reign, He will have power to put down every 
oppressor. Then shall brotherly love and affection become 
universal, and Peace wave her white banner over all the 
world. “The Lord shall be King over all the earth: in that 
day shall there be one Lord and his name one” (Zech. 14: 
9). And as we are told in Isa. 32: 17, “the work of right- 
eousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for ever.” 





HAS THE MOTHER OF JESUS SUPREMACY 
OVER OTHER SAINTS? 


“ the fragmentary record of Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as given in the Gospels, it is clear from Luke’s 
account—and we may rest assured of the fact—that her 
youth had been spent in the study of the Holy Scriptures, 
and that she had set before her the example of the holy 
women of the Old Testament as her model. Her faith and 
humility exhibit themselves in her immediate surrender 
of herself to the divine will, though ignorant how that 
will should be accomplished; also her energy and ear- 
nestness in her journey from Nazareth to Hebron to visit 
her cousin Elisabeth; her happy thankfulness in her song 
of joy; her silent, musing thoughtfulness in her ponder- 
ing over the shepherds’ visit; and in her keeping her 
Son’s words in her heart, although she could not fully un- 
derstand their import. This account we find in the first 
and second chapters of Luke. So far as Mary is portrayed 
to us in the Scriptures, she is, as we should have expected, 
the most tender, the most faithful, humble, patient, and 
loving of women. 

We shall now present a short historical sketch of the 
origin, progress and present state of the devotion to her. 
What is its origin? Certainly it is not the Bible. There is 
not a word there from which it could be inferred, nor 
from the so-called Creeds, nor in the “Fathers” of the 
first five centuries after the birth of Christ. 
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Whence, then, did it arise? We quote from a leading 
authority: “There is not a shadow of doubt that the 
origin of the worship of St. Mary is to be found in the 
apocryphal legends of her birth and of her death. There 
we find the germ of what afterwards expanded into its 
present portentous proportions. Some of the legends of 
her birth are as early as the 2d or 3d century. They were 
the production of the Gnostics, and were unanimously 
and firmly rejected by the Church of the first five cen- 
turies as fabulous and heretical. Down to the time of the 
Nestorian controversy, the cultus of the Blessed Virgin 
would appear to have been wholly external to the Church, 
and to have been regarded as heretical.” 


It is further stated that “the object of the Council of 
the Anti-Nestorians was in no sense to add honor to the 
mother, but to retain the true doctrine with respect to the 
Son. Nevertheless the result was to magnify the mother, 
and, after a time, at the expense of the Son. The legends 
too were no longer treated so roughly as before.” It is 
also stated that it was in the 6th century that the worship 
of Mary began to spread within the church; and, in spite 
of the shock given it by the so-called Reformation, “has 
continued to spread, and is spreading still.” 


What was the attitude of Jesus regarding the ques- 
tion of His mother’s supremacy? Let us read Luke 8: 19 
—21, and see if what He said there—or in fact any place 
in the entire Bible—would indicate that Mary, the mother 
of our Lord, would be granted a higher place than any 
other faithful one? “Then came to him his mother and his 
brethren, and could not come at him for the press. And 
it was told him by certain which said, Thy mother and 
thy brethren stand without desiring to see thee.” 


The natural mind, governed by thoughts of filial love 
would think Jesus would want to rush out to meet His 





mother. What did He do? “He answered and said unto 





them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear 


the word of God, and do it.” He made it crystal clear that 
all who are keeping the commandments of God are His 











jamily. 


If the doctrine of the Gnostics and all who adhered to 
their apostasy were true, Jesus would have said, You 
*must reverence My mother; she will have a higher place 
than anyone else; she will be taken off to Heaven and be 
called the Mother of God! But no such words were ever 
uttered by Him. In Luke 11: 27 we are told that a certain 
woman in the company lifted up her voice and said unto 
Him, Blessed is Thy mother! In her attempt to flatter 
Him she affirmed: Your mother is going to be given a 
special blessing. But what did Jesus answer? “Yea, 
rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and 
keep it.” Jesus never failed to stress that lofty principle. 
He made it plain that because His mother was His mother 
it gave her no pre-eminence. No one ever heard anything 
else from His lips. 


At the Resurrection in that wonderful time to come, 
will not Mary be surprised to learn that the religious 
world have been teaching that she was the Mother of 
God! On the contrary, Jesus said, “Blessed are they that 
hear the word of God, and keep it.” Jesus loved His 
mother. One of His last acts was to consign her to the 
care of the beloved John, as we are told in John 19: 25— 
27, “Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother... . 
When therefore Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple 
standing by whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, 
Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, 
Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple 
took her unto his own home.” 


“FRIEND, GO UP HIGHER” 


HESE are the words which will be spoken by the 

Great Judge of all the earth to those who have suf- 
ficiently humbled themselves under God’s plan of salva- 
tion to gain a place of renown in His Kingdom. They will 
be spoken to a people who realized their lowly condition in 
God’s sight, and had the desire to be lifted infinitely 
higher. 

The inspired writers of the Bible employed many beau- 
tiful figures of speech, also many comparisons and con- 
trasts. Of the latter, perhaps the outstanding one is the 
contrast between man’s natural state and that to which 
he can rise when governed by Truth. Hannah the Proph- 
etess was deeply inspired to this end when she sang: “He 
raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the 
beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and 
to make them inherit the throne of glory.” 

When Truth works effectually in the heart of man, 
there can be but one result, that of an enriched and ele- 
vated character. The Truth of the living God has lifting 
power. It lifts one out of the depths into heights that can- 
not be touched upon by words of mortal man. David dared 
to express the contrast in Ps. 68:13, “Though ye have 
lain among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a 
dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow 
gold.” The song-writer attempted his expression thus: 


“Out of the darkness into the light, 

Out of the mire to Pisgah’s height, 
Out of our youth to stature complete, 
Full of a hope, with joy replete.” 


When we contemplate the spiritual darkness in the 
world, as it is now, and has been for century upon cen- 
tury in the past—a darkness that causes so much sin and 
misery from continent to continent—ought we not to 
catch this same inspiration of the holy ones of old, and 
be thankful that a Tender Hand has lifted us? Whether it 
be the African priest lighting the fire on his altar before 
daybreak to get the sun up, the Hopi Indian snake dancer 
invoking his god for rain, or the more refined darkness 
of organized religion today, it is all gross darkness, as 
God has said. Gross darkness is the absence of Truth, and 
every day should find us renewing our thankfulness to 
God that He has said to you and me, “Friend, go up 
higher.” 

The term “Christian” refers to one who is striving to 
emulate in his own life the high ideals that Christ lived. 
The genuine Christian is not the mere passive servant of 
an accepted creed. The teachings of Christ generate in 
him a power that is inward and dynamic. He develops a 
desire to rise above all that is earthy, low and debasing, 
and that desire dominates all others. Knowing that every 
worldly influence tends to drag him down toward the dis- 
integrating powers of the grave, he strives for positive, 
permanent progress in moral and spiritual development. 
He is dissatisfied with himself as he is, because he has 
been shown how he can be better. He has a genuine dis- 
taste for the things of the flesh, because he knows that 
they do not harmonize with the things of the spirit. He is 
not content to live like a leech, constantly drawing from 
God’s boundless resources, only to leave this life, having 
contributed nothing. He realizes that God’s thoughts and 
ways are as high above his own as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, and that if he is ever to attain to these, it 
will take much effort, motivated by a deep hunger and 
thirst for righteousness. 

Longfellow, the famous poet, was known to say, “I 
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most eagerly aspire after future eminence in literature; 
my whole soul burns most ardently for it and my every 
earthly thought centers in it.” His zeal brought his am- 
bition to accomplishment; and so it will be with us when 
we can say, “With my whole heart have I sought thee... . 
As the hart panteth after the waterbrooks, so panteth 
my soul after thee, O God.” 

God has ordained for us that we should have adverse 
circumstances to wake us up and lift us up. The easy or 
self-indulgent life leads, not upward, but downward. We 
cannot tread the mossy path through the meadow, but 
the rough, rocky road that takes us to the top of the 
mountain. While man sits upon the cushion of advan- 
tages, he goes to sleep. When he is pushed, tormented, de- 
feated, he has a chance to learn. His mind, once fogged 
with self-sufficiency and conceit, has been cleared into the 
realization that he needs a Higher Power to guide and 
lift him out of the quicksand of his carnal ways. Adver- 
sity truly draws us to God. It alone teaches us the true 
lesson of humility, springing up like a fountain from 
within. Humility opens the way for us to approach God 
acceptably in prayer. Prayer, coupled with good works, 
will supply a steady flow of sustaining, uplifting power to 
every true believer. 

Everything we do in this life requires strength and 
power. Whether it is for the flesh or for God, each act 
and thought means the expending of God-given power. 
The power that would naturally be wasted on the fleshly 
instincts must be re-directed toward a higher cause in the 
Master’s service. The old man dissipates his power on 
carnal ways which take him down, down, down. The new 
man uses this power in a noble way to take him higher, 
and yet higher, actually serving as wings to bear him 
aloft to heights of holiness. This is something that few 
will accomplish, because it requires a continual prodding 
of self against the tendency to drift with the tide. It takes 
a continual rising above the lowest in self. We are all 
building with the same materials and it remains with us 
whether we choose to build hovels that cling to the earth, 
or stately mansions that reach heavenward. 


In the parable Jesus said, ‘When thou art bidden of 
any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; 
lest a more honorable man than thou be bidden of him; 
and he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, 
Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take 
the lowest room. But when thou art bidden, go and sit 
down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee 
cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: 
then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that 
sit at meat with thee” (Luke 14: 8—10). 


Today, even now, we sit in heavenly places together, 
partaking of the bread and meat from the Master’s table. 
The Wise Man said, “He brought me to the banqueting 
house, and his banner over me was love” (Song of 
Sol. 2:4). As we sit and feast together, may we realize 
our unworthiness, and strive to excel in humility. Do we 
most eagerly aspire after future recognition in God’s 
sight? Then we must be one of His poor ones now, beg- 
ging for the crumbs that fall from His table. Does our 
whole soul burn most ardently for that better Resurrec- 
tion—that glorious lifting up and away from the forces 
of corruption? If so, we will abandon the fleshly ways 
that take us to the valley of despair. We will shake our- 
selves from the dust, and our constant prayer will be, 
“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.” 

When God’s plan begins to be openly and actively un- 
folded, He will say to the exalted ones of earth, “Down 
with you, sit in the dust, O maiden Babylon. No throne 


for you, sit on the ground, lady Chaldea” (Isa. 47:1, 
Moffatt). The throne that many will step down from will 
be their high opinion of self. To the humble class who 
were willing to take God at His word, He will say, 
“Friend, go up higher. Inherit the throne of glory and 
take up your abode on Zion’s holy mount.” They now re- 
ceive their exaltation because they were willing to wait 
and work for it, all the while believing that in the flesh 
dwelleth no good thing. From this time on, the word 
“Higher” will be as a watchword to the faithful through- 
out eternity; for theirs will be a continual state of ad- 
vancement and progression. 


Until the day-break and the shadows flee away, may 
our aim be to flee as a bird to the heights of holiness, 
where the air will be so pure and holy, and we will so 
far have transcended every earthly thing, that we shall 
be able to forget we ever sinned. 





CHOICE 


VERY day we are making a choice, often good, but 

many times unwise. Our habits are the result of our 
many choices, and they in turn form our character, and 
our character will definitely decide our destiny. Joshua 
gave us the formula for a profitable, God-ordained des- 
tiny when he said, “Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve ... but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” How careful, how very careful, we should be of 
the choice we make each day! 

The Children of Israel solemnly vowed to Joshua that 
they would not serve strange gods, but would serve Is- 
rael’s God. But we know from the Record that only a few 
wholly followed the Lord. We, too, have solemnly vowed 
to serve the one true God, and wholly conform our lives 
to the Truth which will make us free from the evils of 
our nature. Every day we are shaping our destiny, making 
our choice to serve the Eternal, or serve our flesh; we 
have vowed to give up our own ways and be governed 
only by a “thus saith the Lord.” 

When the eyes of our understanding were first opened 
to the light of truth, we were very careful to read only 
what would further enlighten us; careful to choose Truth 
and not the fables; careful that we really understood 
what God has said, that we understood the true doctrine. 
Yes, the true doctrine was our choice; but have we really 
made Truth our choice? Is Truth our first thought in the 
morning, and the dominating thought through the da 
and stitt entertained as we sink to slumber at night? fi 


Tt is not, it is high time that we make it such—tor “the 











day goeth away. 





We knew God’s laws and His plan of salvation, but 
still we were a stranger to self; we actually did not know 
ourself. It will take longer to know self than it has taken 
to know the doctrine, for as the months and years pass, 
we still are learning our real self. How merciful the 
promise that God will give us time to learn if we are will- 
ing to see self and are determined to do His will! 


“For bodily exercise profiteth little [for a little time]: 
but godliness is profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is, and that which is to 
come.” “Let us therefore, as many as be perfect”—deter- 
mined to do—‘“be thus minded: and if in anything ye be 
otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you” 
(I. Tim. 4:8; Phil. 3:15). 

We need to be more alert, for as the Prophet Jeremiah 
warns, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and des- 
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perately wicked,” and it will whisper that we are all 
right, when we are all wrong. Therefore, we need to be 
wide awake and realize the danger of being self-deceived. 
This is a condition on which we all need help, for in and 
of ourself we would never see self as we really are. Oh, 
yes, we may see some of our faults, but there is the dan- 
ger of feeling, “After all, we are not so bad—anyway we 
would not do some of the things we see others do.” 

We may feel it would have been wonderful to have 
heard Jesus’ voice as He walked and talked by the way; 
when He preached the wonderful Sermon on the Mount; 
when He talked to the multitude. But do we not have the 
words of Jesus recorded for our learning and our in- 
spiration? How slow we have been to really believe them! 
“Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteous- 
ness of the scribes and Pharisees”—professors of reli- 
gion—‘‘ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

All through this Christian pilgrimage, we need help. 
We need to choose our company, and we need to be very 
careful of our choice, for those who have the same beset- 
ment we have may not be the very best of company for 
us or we for them, especially so if there is a mutual love. 

















We may be too lenient, when a sharp rebuke is needed. 


The story of King Saul as recorded in First Samuel 15 
shows how easily one can be self-deceived. Had King Saul 
scrutinized his heart, he would have known that he had 
more fear of what the people thought than fear of God, 
when he said to Samuel: “Honor me now, I pray thee, be- 
fore the elders of my people, and before Israel.” He 
wanted illegal honor. This same weakness was mani- 
fested in Jesus’ day, or He would have had no need to 
give the warning in John 5:44, “How can ye believe 
which receive honor one of another, and seek not the honor 
that cometh from God only?” Still we are making our 
choice—seeking honor of those around us; or the honor 
from God which will mean eterna] life. Either seeking 
honor or receiving it is a serious thing, and we will need 
to look sharply, or we shall be sure to stumble on this 
rock of offense. Why should we be anxious to seek honor 
of man? for we know that if we do right in God’s sight, 
the heavenly Father, Jesus and the host of angels will 
honor us; and that will be legal honor. The only fear we 
should have is that we may not be accounted worthy of 
that honor. As soon as we stop seeking honor of man, 
God’s honor will begin to flow out to us. 


Do we fully realize that our choice can make or mar our 
future? We have the history of Moses, who chose to hum- 
ble himself in his mortal state that he might be exalted 
through eternity. Jesus commended Mary’s wise choice 
and said that the good things of the future would be hers. 
Jesus, Himself, was willing for God to choose the way 
for Him, and learned to say, “Thy will be done.” For the 
joy that was set before Him, He chose to suffer the shame 
of the Roman cross rather than deny that He was born to 
be King, and therefore is exalted to a place on His Fa- 
ther’s throne. 

Why do we not always make a wise choice that we may 
be exalted to sit with Jesus on His throne, and not be 
forced to hear those dread words, “Depart, I do not ac- 
knowledge you”? We need not hear them if we set our 
affections on future, eternal things; seek first the King- 
dom and God’s righteousness, then all the necessary 
things will be added now, and honor, power, glory, do- 
minion, riches will be added in the future, with eternal 
life in which to enjoy them, and “He addeth no sorrow 
with them.” Can there be any sound reason for not mak- 
ing such blessings our choice? 


ADDING PATIENCE 2 


HEN the Apostle Peter admonished us to be dili- 

gent in adding to our faith, courage; and to cour- 
age, “knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to 
temperance, patience”; it was to help us realize that pa- 
tience is not an inherent virtue with mankind. It is one 
of the Christian virtues that we must add with careful- 
ness if ever we reach perfection of character. Patience 
is one of the grandest of all virtues, and to it may be 
credited greater achievements and nobler results than 
the world has ever yet acknowledged. 

It is not always easy to wait patiently while we feel 
that we are approaching some object of great desire, and 
much less when we see that object receding from us. But 
we may rest assured that “all things” are working “to- 
gether for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8: 28). If only 
we are exercising patience, we will learn to wait on the 
Lord and be of good courage, knowing He shall strengthen 
our heart (Ps. 27:14). 


“Patience is that peculiar quality of mind and heart 
which seais all complaining lips, and soothes the wounded 
heart, and simply abides the time for accomplishment 
of a purpose.” Moses waited patiently for forty long 
years before the word of the Lord finally came to him to 
go back into the land of Egypt and lead the people of 
Israel out of bondage. On the other hand, we behold how 
that when the word of the Lord came to Balaam, through 
an indirect source, he at once became very impatient, and 
his rage became greater than his astonishment, when he 
sought to slay the ass through whom the Lord had spoken. 
He had not yet learned that “he that is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than 
he that taketh a city” (Prov. 16:32). 


“There is no shining goal of human glory too bright 
or too remote for patience. Strike from the firmament of 
human greatness every star that has been placed there 
by the hand of patience, and you will cover that firma- 
ment with the veil of midnight darkness. It is patience 
that has crushed mighty evils and wrought great reforms 
in human history; patience, that dared to stand up and 
meet the taunts of ignorance and bigotry; patience, that 
has calmly walked back into the shadow of defeat with 
‘Thy will be done’ on its lips; patience, that has breathed 
the fiery smoke of trial and tribulation with an upturned 
brow. Patience comforts the poor and moderates the rich; 
she makes us humble in prosperity, cheerful in adver- 
sity, unmoved by calumny, and above reproach; she 
teaches us to forgive those who have injured us, and to be 
the first to ask the forgiveness of those whom we have 
injured; she delights the faithful, and invites the unbe- 
lieving.” 

But we shall never possess the characteristics of pa- 
tience, however, until we learn that trials and tribula- 
tions are necessary to prove and try us, even as gold is 
tried, and thus prepare us for greater service in the 
“world to come.” In Romans 5: 3—5, the Apostle Paul 
wrote: “We glory in tribulations also: knowing that trib- 
ulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and 
experience, hope: and hope maketh not ashamed.” It is 
by passing through trials and tribulations with patience 
that we become something more than a reed shaken by 
the wind, or a rudderless ship driven helplessly by any 
cross current of air it may chance to encounter. 

Patience must rule us, not only when things are going 
along smoothly, but also when we are under severe trial 
or affliction, and when the chastening rod should chance 
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to fall upon us. Indeed, patience must rule even when we 
are accused falsely, or suffer when we have done well. 
The Apostle Peter spoke explicitly on this: “For what 
glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall 
take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for 


it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God” 
(I. Peter 2:20). 


If governed by patience at all times we will not be say- 
ing, “My lord delayeth his coming,” or that He tarries. 
We may be sure the Lord is precise in His dealings with 
the children of men, and that the day of Christ’s appear- 
ing will arrive on schedule. We read in Hab. 2:3 (Mof- 
fatt), “The vision has its own appointed hour, it is ripen- 
ing, it will flower; if it be long, then wait, for it is sure, 
and it will not be late.” And though to some it may seem 
to delay or tarry, that is not the facts in the case. We 
mereiy have allowed our over-anxiety to impel us to mis- 
read the prophetic signposts along the way; we have 
tried to hurry the hand of God. The Lord has been very 
patient with us, very merciful, giving us time which we 
may have once thought we would not be needing, so that 
we might yet complete the work of building a Christian 
character. 

Let us resolve to be more diligent in adding this Chris- 
tian virtue, patience, and at all times to “wait on the 
Lord and keep his way,” that in the end He may be 
pleased to exalt us to “inherit the land,” and save us: with 
an “everlasting salvation.” 


“Let us then be up and doing, with a heart for any fate: 
Still achieving, still pursuing, learn to labor and to 
wait.” 





LOOKING FORWARD 4 


HE past is gone. It can never return. The future is 

before us. It comes to us day after day. All that is 
left of the past is memories. Some of these memories may 
be very pleasant, some may not. As to the pleasant ones 
we know that more joyful things lie ahead if we will 
prepare for them. 

And looking back at the failures, the mistakes, the dis- 
appointments, the frustrated plans and the good inten- 
tions that went unfulfilled is not a very pleasant job, so 
why look back? A clean, unblotted future lies ahead, a 
fresh opportunity for greater accomplishment, a new 
chance to strive for bigger and happier goals. 

But let us not forget the hard-earned lessons of the 
past year. Let us put this knowledge of what-not-to-do- 
again and what-to-do-more-of to work. Let us decide we 
are better fitted than ever before to be successful and 
happy, and with renewed determination let us resolve to 
so be. 

Let us resolve and let us carry out our resolution. We 
have found that we cannot carry it out in our own 
strength. But we can carry it out through Christ, the 
truth, which strengtheneth us. It strengthens us as we 
read the promises given for continued successful work. It 
gives us courage to know of others who have finished this 
work with honors. 

In Hebrews 11, Paul mentions several who had faith in 
God’s promises and looked forward to the reward. Only 
by keeping the prize in view did they accomplish the 
work. Do we think we can do it in any other way? They 
did not kindle a fire of their own but were kept warm by 
the fire God had kindled in their hearts. 

We have songs that say, “Never look back,” “Look 


Ahead,” “Forward, forward is the Lord’s command.” 
And why? Because Zion, the Promised Land, lies before. 

When the Israelites were on their way to Canaan, those 
who looked back fell in the wilderness while those who 
“pressed manfully on” reached the goal for which they 
had started out. 

We all know the story of Lot’s wife. She started out all 
right. She saw the prize ahead and resolved to gain it. 
But she forgot her resolve and looked back at something 
she valued more highly than the prize, and met a tragic 
end. Shall we be so shortsighted and forget even for one 
brief moment? Even as the driver of the automobile who 
lets his eye wander from the road ahead, one lapse might 
prove fatal. 

There is a good lesson in the pioneers of our country 
who traveled westward. Some went for a new home, new 
land; some went for gold. But all had some goal in mind. 
There were those who would not endure the trials and 
thought more of the soft beds and comparative comforts 
left behind so they turned back. Others went on in spite 
of hardships, loss of loved ones by the way or perils from 
Indians or wild animals. 

Unlike our journey, when the pioneers reached the end 
of their travels they were often disappointed, for gold 
could not be found or the new home did not fulfill their 
expectations. We need fear no such end, for the prize we 
seek is sure, backed by the unerring word of the Lord. 
If we endure to the end there will be no disappointments. 

There is but one way, to continue steadfast unto the 


end. Let us with renewed zeal continue on until the prize 
is ours. 





I hear men speak of some new world tomorrow, 
Of lasting peace, of brotherhood of men; 

Of banishing from earth the blight of sorrow 
Which war has spread across its face again. 


Oh, how shall men achieve this rich desire 
When laws and pacts have failed in ages past? 
How shall each heart be lifted to aspire 
And make this dream reality at last? 


There is one path, one shining hope today; 
’Tis follow Him who said, “I am the way.” 
—Sel. 





ANNOUNCEMENT 


Greeting Cards, announcing the date of True Christ- 
mas ana New Year, are being prepared in a necessarily 
limited quantity. Please place your order no later than 
March Ist. 

Address your request to: 


Megiddo Mission 
Department W 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 





INVITATION 


The True Anniversary of Christ’s Birth, Abib First, oc- 
curs this year on April 4, beginning at 6 o’clock the eve- 
ning before (April 3). 

To all our subscribers, readers and their friends, we 
extend our most cordial invitation to come and celebrate 
-with us this happy occasion. 
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spend our time as pleasantly as possible, but for serious 
business, our King’s business. The position of ambDas- 








Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Second Corinthians 5: 20, “Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did be- 
seech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye rec- 
onciled to God.” 

In our national capital, it is possible to take a “world 
tour” by driving down Massachusetts Avenue. This beau- 
tiful thoroughfare is known as “Embassy Row,” gate 
after gate bearing the colors and name of a foreign power 
whose representative resides within. By a fiction of inter- 
national law, these buildings and their grounds are not 
United States territory. The embassy is a bit of France 
or Australia or Czechoslovakia or Argentina or Pakistan, 
etc., transplanted to alien soil. 

The Ambassador himself is not usually a “career man,” 
but a citizen of independent fortune and exemplary char- 
acter, selected for his outstanding abilities or achieve- 
ments to act as his country’s official representative and 
chief diplomat. He does not go abroad for purposes of 
recreation or to fill his own purse, but to attend strictly 
to the business of his government, to protect and pro- 
mote its interests, and to foster peace and harmony to 
that end. 

These thoughts, prompted by a drive along this famous 
avenue some four months ago, suggested our text. Each 
of us who has covenanted with God is an ambassador, 
the Eternal’s representative in a wicked and _ hostile 
world. We occupy a position of high and solemn respon- 
sibility; we stand between the world and God. Our dail 
conduct is the only Bible many people ever read, the on ly 
sermon they ever hear. It is very necessary then that we, 
as representatives of the Kingdom of God, be men and 








sador for Christ is a noble appointment, and we may offer 
our credentials with a holy pride. God has work for His 
representatives; there are souls to be won through per- 
sonal contact. These contacts are for our development no 
less than for their conversion, for there would be no vir- 
tue without trial and testing. It was a surpassingly 
wicked world which the Apostles faced, but we find no 
mention of their shrinking from the duty laid upon them. 
There is no record of Paul the Apostle bypassing a city 
because of its evil reputation: in fact, it was in the most 
difficult cities, such as Corinth and Rome, that some of 
the most notable victories were won. 

The political ambassador is, in actual practice, more or 
less subject to the laws of the country in which he serves; 
flagrant disregard of local laws would result in his recall 
as persona non grata. So also are we instructed to “be 
subject to principalities and powers, to obey magis- 
trates,” knowing that they exist for the sake of public 
order, and without them we could not live. Yet we owe no 
spiritual allegiance to the world, its vain customs and 
human ordinances. While of necessity in the world, we 
are not of it. “The commonwealth to which we belong 
is in heaven” (Phil. 3: 20, Goodspeed), and to it is due 
our highest loyalty. All God’s ambassadors of every age, 
like the heroes of faith cited in Hebrews 11, regarded 
themselves as “strangers and pilgrims in the earth” 
(v. 138). Physically we cannot escape the world; but so- 
cially, politically, ecclesiastically, mentally and morally, 
we are commanded to “come out from among them, and 











be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean. 








women of unimpeachable character, thoroughly trust- 





worthy, and above suspicion. The instructions of our 





King are very definite: “Be strictly careful then about 








the life you lead; act like sensible men, not like thought- 
less.” “Let Christian wisdom rule your behavior to the 
outside world... learn how to put any question put to. 


ide_ worl I 
wou (Eph. 5:15; Col. 4: 5, 6, Moffatt). 

Since “the carnal mind is enmity against God” (Rom. 
8:7),and the world in which we find ourselves is pre- 
dominately carnally minded, we shall not expect to be 
loved by it. It hated the King Himself, and the servant is 
not above his Lord. Popularity with the world would be 
sure evidence of failure in our duty as ambassadors for 
Christ, for the causes of enmity have not changed nor 
lessened since the Prophets were stoned and our King 
was crucified. 

It is not for Christ’s envoys to foment or invite this 
enmity by provocative speech or conduct. We are com- 
manded to “contend earnestly for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints,” but only when and where it may do 
good; otherwise, “the servant of the Lord must not 
strive.” We are instructed to “preach the word,” but at 
the same time we are not to cast our pearls before swine, 
lest they turn and rend us. We are under orders to “be 
gentle, showing all meekness unto all men,” to “give none 
occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.” Any 
deviation from this spirit, is disobedience. But no matter 
how meticulously we obey these instructions, we shall 
learn to our sorrow, as did the Psalmist (120: 7), “I am 
for peace; but when I speak, they are for war.” 


We are not in this world to amuse ourselves or to 








thing’ (II. Cor. 6:17). 

This does not sound easy, and it is not easy, but it can 
be done. How? Well, it is always easier to learn by being 
shown than by being told, and in the Scriptures we have 
the record of the Perfect Example: “Looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God.” 

So important was this example and so essential to our 
salvation that its record was entrusted not to one but to 
four biographers. 


While the ambassador of an earthly power is interested 
only in the affairs of his own government, it is true that 
his chief implement is compromise. Here the parallels of 
natural and spiritual ambassadorship end. God will not 
compromise with any man, nor can His representatives. 
It is for man to be reconciled to Him, for He cannot, in 
His very nature, be reconciled to man and his low ways. 
The standard is set, and man can take it or leave it. 

The Greek word katallage, translated “reconciliation” 
in our text, means “a change from enmity to friendship; 
a thorough change”; and such it will be for every one 
who becomes reconciled to God. “If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new.” 





“The truth of the matter is that these times are taking 
their toll in countless insidious ways, physically, morally 
and spiritually. We are going through a period of great 
testing, which while it cannot be wished away, can be 
made more endurable if the way is lighted by an under- 
standing of where we are going, how we hope to get there, 
and what we propose to do upon arrival.” 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


A subscriber at Listowel, Ont., Can., writes a note of 
thanks. 

“Dear Friends at the Megiddo Mission: Just a few 
lines to let you know that I enjoy reading your paper and 
can hardly wait for the next to come... . It helps me to 
believe what the Bible says, and I do believe the Bible... . 

Your friend, J. S—.” 


An aged brother at Campbell, N. Y., takes pleasure in 
God’s Word. 

“Dear Brother: In answer to your letter-of-the-month, 
will say that we should be looking ahead, instead of back 
as Lot’s wife did. I am looking ahead to the coming of 
Eijijah the Prophet, as we are told in Mal. 4:5 that God 
will send him to warn the people before Christ comes; 
and we should be striving to be prepared when he comes, 


as no one knows how soon that time may come. ... We 
are living in the last days of Gentile times, a time of ex- 
cessive wickedness, also perilous times are here. ... The 


masses do not want to hear the Truth, and do not care 
to read Bible truths. A brother striving to live and do 
right. A. C. D—.” 


This is from a young brother at Bloomfield, Iowa. 
“Dear Brother: ‘We Must be Obedient to the Heavenly 
Vision,’ was the subject of a recent lesson we had. The 
Bible character which was brought to our attention in 
this lesson was Paul. It would be wonderful if we could 
say, as did Paul when he was converted, ‘Immediately I 
conferred not with flesh and blood,’ (Gal. 1:16) and also, 
‘I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,’ (Acts 26: 
19). Although our record is not comparable to Paul’s, we 
should try to do as he did; as soon as he found out that 
he had done something that he should not have done, he 
turned right about and did not do it again. 
Christian love, C— M—.” 


A note of appreciation comes from the brother at Al- 
bion, N. Y. 

“Dear Brother: I appreciate these letters, MESSAGE 
and Bible School Notes, which contain crumbs from our 
Master’s table, that were written for our learning. Jesus, 
when tempted in the wilderness, used these words, ‘It 
is written.’ If we would have these words, ‘It is written’: 
‘Remember Lot’s wife,’ written in our foreheads, they 
would help us to crucify our deceitful hearts when 
tempted. Truly yours, E. J. D—.” 


A sister at Brunswick, Maine, is striving for the better 
life. 

“Dear Maranatha Sister: I, as many others, have set 
my life to serving God, as you say, ‘with the thirst for 
eternal life’ and with a love for God and His Son that 
nothing can destroy. It takes much courage to live a good 
life in this fast world of today; although back here in 
the country it is easier because we don’t come in contact 
with many people, but we will soon be living in a large 
neighborhood, and it is going to take a lot of courage 
there. I feel that no matter where I am, I can live God’s 
way....I1 know that God will help us, as it says in Deut. 
31: 6, ‘Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be 
afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth 
go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.’ Also 
in Ps. 27: 14, ‘Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and 
he shail strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.’ 
And that is what I am trying to do.... 

With Christian love, G— M. L—.” 


A good letter is from a sister at Little Valley, N. Y. 
“Dear Sister: There are many that thirst for eternal 
life, but today there are not many that continue on all 
the way. Many of them when you first talk to them are all 
in favor of it but when you start telling them what the 
Bible says and prove it from the Bible, they just drop 
off. There are so many that really think there is a literal 
devil that goes around as a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour; but if you let Jesus Himself tell you in 
Matt. 15: 17—20 and also in Mark 7: 18—23, you can 
very clearly see that the devil is nobody but yourself. You, 
yourself, are the only one that is at fault for all the evil 
doings and ways you have. If you don’t continue on, there 
just isn’t anything anyone else can do about it after he 
or she has learned about the Truth. It is just up to our- 
selves to carry on day by day every minute if we expect 

to receive a reward at the end. A sister -— striving, 

rs. S—.” 


A sister at Milton, Iowa, replies to the monthly letter. 

“Dear Sister: I liked your letter, and many thanks for 
it. Yes, I realize that we have undertaken a great work; 
making myself over into a new creature isn’t easy, but 
I am sure it can be done. Sin has a real hold on us nat- 
urally. But ‘the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong- 
holds.’ With the help of God’s loved ones we can remold 
our characters step by step until they conform perfectly 
with our Great Example, who did not speak His own 
words but always those things which pleased His Fa- 
ther. Man cannot live by bread alone but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. We must eat 
every crumb, and we must not only eat in haste but do in 
haste; and if we eat every crumb we will be eating all 
the time. ... With love, E— T—.” 


We are pleased to hear again from our brother at 
Wetaskiwin, Alta., Canada. 

“To the Brethren at the Mission. I must apologize for 
not writing sooner. ... How often I have thought of you, 
hoping to be able to see you some day! [We shall welcome 
him. £d.] I am going to thank you for everything you 
have done for me and my family. .. . Enclosed you will 
find a money order. .. . Please renew my subscription for 
a year and keep the rest for the papers and books which 
you send. ... There are many things which [I still have 
to understand, but every day my faith becomes stronger 
and surer. Let us therefore keep on striving for the glori- 
ous future which is ours if we keep that faith which was 
delivered for the perfecting of the saints... . 

Sincerely your brother, D— H—.” 


The sister at Adamsville, Tenn., is thankful for encour- 
agements on the way. 

“Dear Sister: It is nice that in spite of the miles that 
separate us we can get in touch with each other by means 
of letters. We can encourage each other by this means, 
and that very often means a lot. The petty trials of every- 
day life are the ones most likely to get us down. We need 
to be continually encouraged and strengthened or we will 
become so disheartened with the ups and downs of life 
that we will quit trying to live according to the teachings 
of Christ. . . . The second paragraph of your letter, 


in which you state that the greatest task that anyone 
can attempt is to make himself over into a new creature 
fit to be used in God’s plan for this earth, impresses me 
as a wonderful truth. What more important task? May 
we strive harder each day to make ourselves into that 
kind of perscn. Yours, hoping to be fit for at least a small 
I— P—.” 


place in that plan. 
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“HAVING FOOD AND RAIMENT” 


First Timothy 6: 8. 


When I was young I coveted what other folks enjoyed, 

And when I could not have it, many times I was annoyed. 

My soul was vexed because of things that I could not afford; 

But still I did not seek for peace by studying God’s Word. 

My only thought was to acquire the things my friends possessed, 
Not realizing that perhaps I was the greater blest. 

In seeking now to know God’s will my leisure time is spent, 
And, having food and raiment, I have learned to be content. 


I’ve found the satisfaction that a day of labor gives, 

And share the sweet, abiding peace of every one who lives 
From day to day with this one aim, to make each day the best, 
Delighting in the things he has, forgetting all the rest. 

I’ve learned in whatsoever state I am to be content, 

While striving to improve myself, with every effort bent 

Toward a perfect character, for this the Lord desires: 

To cease from sin and do the right, is all that He requires. 


I know that mere possession does not make for happiness, 
Unless we share the things we have, another’s life to bless. 
The Saviour said, ’Tis better far to give than to receive; 
And this bit of philosophy I’m ready to believe. 

Those who possess the Bread of Life are not a grasping lot; 
In fact, they often share their store with others who are not 
So fortunate, and when they i one hungering for Truth 
They go to his assistance—whether middle-aged or youth. 
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So I’ve resolved to long no more for things beyond my reach, 

But to delight in holiness, as all the Scriptures teach; 

And, shunning selfish motives, I will do all that I can 

To make the pathway smoother for my burdened fellow-man. 

And if perchance one seeks to know the true and living way 

That leads to life and happiness in an eternal Day, 

By word and by example my assistance shall be lent; 

And, “having food and raiment,” I will “be therewith content.” 
—L. L. S. 
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